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NOTES ON GROWTH	 AND FEEDING OF CROCODILUS 
NILOTICUS 
by 
J. STONE>lAN 
Senior Fisheries Ofjicer 
THE UGANDA. Fisheries Department has. for some time, kept Nile crocodiles 
in captivity, and has thus collected a considerable amount of data on growth and 
feeding rates. It has also devised marking and handling techniques, and a system 
of pens and enclosures to deal with crocodiles up to 3 m. long. The following 
account describes these techniques and results, which followed a study of a pro­
posed commercial crocodile farm. 
In 1958 an octagonal pond (Plate I), to m. across, was built at the Entebbe 
headquarters of the Fisheries Department, primarily as a show pond and tourist 
attraction. The walls of cement block, 1.3 m. high, were later topped with wire 
mesh to keep tourists from annoying the cro_odiles. About half the. area enclosed 
was cement-lined as a tank to hold water about 20 em. deep. Tl,1is is changed 
regularly and refilled with tap water from the Entebbe Township supply (minimum 
temperature 23°C). Twelve young Crocodilus Ililoticus were placed in this pond 
between 1958 and 1961, and eleven survived until 1967, when nine were transfer­
red. There are few records of these crocodiles, but they were all under one year old 
when originally penned. Records of their growth and feeding are scanty, but from 
April 1964, until April 1965, they were fed a total of 5 kg. of fish per day. From 
April 1965 until April 1966, this was increased to 6 kg. per day, and from April 
1966 to date, they have received 12 kg. of fish per day. This is more food than 
they need, and approximately 2 kg. is not eaten, and is recovered, and thrown 
away before the next feed. At	 various times. four large Nile monitor lizards 
(Varallus) ha~e shared the pen. Due to the difficulty of handling these crocodiles, 
some of which are now up to 2.1 m. long, and 50 kg. in weight, they have only 
been measured on three occasions (see Table I l. Virtually no observations of 
their behaviour in this very artificial environment have been made, but it is clear 
that, as described by Colt (I),	 they regulate their body temperature by moving 
from the water to land in direct	 sun or in the shade as necessary. There are very 
few signs of fighting or destruction among these closely confined, but well fed 
crocodiles, but an attempt (in June 1966) to introduce a strange, 1.5 m. individual 
resulted in the latter being found dead, badly mauled, on the following day. 
Due to the great difficulty and, indeed, danger of handling these crocodiles, a 
series of four new pens was built at the Kajansi Experimental Station of the 
Fisheries Department, and all but two of the crocodiles transferred in January 
1967. The new pens (Plate 2) are rectangular, 6 m. X6 m., with hollow clay block 
walls, and have an integral "crush" into which crocodiles can be guided. Once 
in the "crush", the crocodile is held fairly easily for length measurements, and 
can be further guided into stout canvas tubes, with open ends closed with draw 
.J cords. Once confined in the tube, the animal can be moved, weighed and manipu~ 
lated with comparative ease. 
The pens have a 1·7 m. diameter concrete tank, filled with water, sunk in the 
floor, to allow the crocodiles to submerge at will. So far no suitable method of 
marking crocodiles in the 2 m.	 size range has been devised. Paint rubs off too 
II 
easily and cattle type branding irons are too large, bridging two or more scales 
and failing to mark properlY. Other techniques are being developed now that the 
animals can be mOre easily handled. 
From April 1965, upwards of 80 small crocodiles have been reared at Kajansi, 
many from eggs hatched at the Experimental Station. These have been weighed 
and measured at monthly intervals, and some records kept of amounts of food 
supplied. 
These young reptiles have all been reared in the drum-shaped cement tanks 
(Plate 3), 1.7 m. diameter and 0.5 m. high. Eggs are hatched in a similar tank. 
half full of damp sand in which the eggs are buried. The tanks are covered with 
netting to avoid interference with the crocodiles and their food by birds and 
passers-by, and also to prevent the escape of the large crocodiles. A level of 
approximately 12 em. of water is maintained over a sand bed, in each tank. and 
several large stones are provided to allow the animals to lie clear of it if they 
wish. Up to 20 newly hatched crocodiles can be kept in one such tank, or four 
I m. specimens. Beyond this size they are moved to the 6 m. X6 m. pens, pre­
viously described. 
The crocodiles are fed daily with tadpoles, Xenopus frogs and fish (Tilapia) 
from the Experimental Station fish ponds. Larger fish are cut up and fed in small 
pieces. Small fish, tadpoles and frogs are fed direct to the crocodiles. Weights of 
food consumed are noted, due allowance being made for food not eaten. 
These crocodiles up to I m. long are easily handled, thick leather gloves 
being worn. They are tagged with 1 em. diameter black plastic numbered button 
tags, wired on each side of the tail with tinned copper wire, through a hole pun­
ched with a small leather punch. 
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TABLE I: ENTEBREIKAJANSI CROCODILES 
Reference 22ND JULY, 1965 I MAY, 1966 ( 28TH ~L\Y, 1969
 
Number REMARKS
 
Length !Wei~ht ILength IWeight I Length IWcig~t
 
em. kg. em. k,. em. kg. I 
1 198 30·2 220 48 '-5 - r CrocodIles remain 2 197 29·0 218 50'0 - Entebhe. " 
3 31·0 215 42'25 220 51 '50,19} 
I4 18 25·0 212 39-5 224 47 :5 I All other erocodi[es tran 5 181 25 ·0 207 37'7 223 ferreQ to Kajansi Exper'4606 175 26·8 187 34 4 194 43-50 mental Station Janu~r 
7 162 16·25 177 25 '0 200 36·0 J 1967. 
8 152 11·30 180 20·5 - -- Stolen and killed FebruarY, 
1969. 
9 142 23·8 152 33'1 161 44·5 r\o tip to tail. 
10 140 10·0 175 20'9 171 (1) 22·5 
~11 175 19·5 - - - Shot, April, 1%6. Skin 
sold for Shs. 225. 
12 132 10·0 142 14'0 162 20·5 
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Plates I and 2-Crocodile Farming 
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Plate 3-Rearing of Young 
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